For the past six weeks I have been volunteering with a first grade classroom, viewing children in a very important time in their development towards total literacy.  What has stood out to me the most about my experience is the importance of the characteristics of the teacher.  I was lucky enough to see the power of a creative individual, motivated to educate through a wide variety of techniques, who cared immensely about the outcome on her students.  The biggest challenge that I faced during my two hour weekly visits, and that I can imagine she faces every day of the year, was the difficulty of handling a wide variety of reading levels while doing the same lessons and activities for all of the students. She often let the more advanced students help lead discussions and always called on the more timid of the group so that all would have some level of participation.  I was amazed at the imaginative extension lessons she would take from the reading.  An example of this was, for Mother’s Day, after we read the children a book that had a character who planted lupine flowers, the children made beautiful finger painted pictures of lupines to give to their mothers.  Discussions about feelings also took the text to the next level, and some more advanced students were even able to easily recognize morals.  This experience has made me grateful for having teachers like this in my life, allowing me to enjoy reading as much as I do today.  
