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My Self-Realization as a Writer
	It all started fifteen years ago when I was at the age of three. The first thing I’ve ever written was my name even though I didn’t know about the alphabet yet. The one to teach me the letters of the alphabet was my mother rather then my pre-kindergarten teacher. I grew from writing little journals to typing up papers for schools, and the way I write has changed dramatically since then. I had not realized this earlier, but writing means more than just writing an essay and I have been living as a writer for the majority of my life since the age of three. 
	I entered elementary school already familiar with the alphabet system. Learning the alphabet left a scar on me in childhood because I would always write an “s” backwards, making it look like the letter 2. Upon making the mistake, my mother would beat me; it took a while to perfect the letter “s.” Having prior knowledge of the alphabet helped me in the early stages of writing in my pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classes. Like many other people who went to an elementary school, I was taught to write journal entries both in school and at home. I remember writing extremely childishly by extending the last letter of a word to exaggerate it’s meaning. This type of writing was pushed back as I enrolled into my intermediate and high schools.
	Most of the writings done in intermediate and high school was either in forms of an essay or class notes. I first began writing essays in my English classes in junior high school. This was the second obstacle in my history as a writer. I thought writing an essay was the hardest part of school and dreaded it when the teacher would announce an essay would be due. Coming up with a good thesis statement is the hardest part of an essay and it still proves to be difficult till this day; I’m just an imperfect writer. To me, essays without a specific topic are harder because I’m not sure what to write and what the teacher expects. For example, in my senior year of high school, I had a research paper to write for my Genetics class and I had no idea how to start. The lack of a specific topic made it harder for me to write a thesis statement for the paper. The time it takes me to write a good thesis statement along with my procrastination are my biggest weaknesses as a writer that I wish to overcome.
Most of my writings were done over the Internet with either friends or family. I’ve been using AIM since seventh grade and it’s been my main source of communication with my friends. The style of writing I use here is completely different from the previous essay writing and note taking; I would write like I speak. I also have personal Internet pages on MySpace and Facebook that I use to keep in touch with my friends as well. I would occasionally go on my other friends’ pages and leave comments. Recently, I got a texting plan for my phone and expanded my writing options even further by texting. These types of writings are the easiest amongst all the writings I’ve ever done because I can abbreviate with any word and ignore all the rules of grammar and punctuation as well.
	Writing is something I do all the time; it’s something I do everyday. Taking notes in class and doing homework is my writing portion for school and every chat I have with someone online is part of my personal writing. I will not become a professional writer like a journalist, but I will still continue to be a writer. In the future ahead of me I will always be writing, either for school, for work, or for personal communications. As long as I have both my hands and ten fingers, I will be continuing to write. 
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