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The Secret Garden


As I entered the third grade, I was an average reader for my age but I struggled with comprehension. Although my vocabulary had stretched beyond average, my comprehension problems influenced my decision not to read as much as my teachers would like me to. So to regenerate my reading and comprehension, my third grade English teacher Mrs. Suba gave me a book that would change the way I viewed reading forever. This was The Secret Garden. 


When Mrs. Suba first handed me the book, I was skeptical about actually reading it. I wanted to just read the beginning and ending to make it seem as if I had read it the whole way through. This way I figured I would not have to waste my precious time playing kick ball to read and would still know what the book was about. After deciding to skip half of the book to get the reading over with quickly, I began reading the first page. My eyes were glued to the page and I could not set the book down. The words flowed together in such a way that made me understand the text I was reading. I was able to comprehend every part of the book because I was so interested in what would happen next. 


After completing the book in about three hours, I felt like my reading and comprehension skills had been transformed into a better reader, just as the overgrown garden had been transformed in the story. I was proud of what I had accomplished for my teacher and for myself. I felt that “sickly” Mary Lennox of the story was somewhat related to me, as I was “sickly” in reading and comprehension. We were both able to find something that opened us up to  new experiences and ideas. This feat of relating to and finishing the book made me yearn for more books that would help advance my reading level so that I could stat reading the books that my brother was reading, such as the Harry Potter series, because I wanted to be able to do everything that my brother did. 


I firmly believe that reading my first book, The Secret Garden, changed the way I feel about reading and comprehension today. The proof that I could read this story, comprehend, and enjoy it has affected my negative attitude towards reading since finishing the book. Every time I start a new book I can look back and remember reading this first book that increased my longing to explore new books and higher-level readings.

